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AS IN PRIVATE L IF E ONE DISTINGUISHES FROM 
WHAT HE H £AU. V IS AND DOES, ST ILL MORE IN 

HISTORICAL STRUGGLES MUST ONE DISTINGUISH THE 
PHRASES AND FANCIES OF THE PARTIES FROM THEIR 
HEAL ORGANISM AND THEIR REAL INTERESTS, THEIR 
CONCEPTION OF THEMSELVES FROM THEIR REALITY/ 


- KAftL MARX 
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One cf the central issues in present day Marxist 

W,' ' " ' i 

politics concerns the problems and orospects of c0tm u n i s t 
parties -achieving revolution by coming to power at provincial 
and nat ionallevels through electoral methods. Starting 
with the assumption that the anal§r of such experiments 
in India, cart icularly the characterisation of the politics 
of CPI and CPI (m) has been inadequate, the present study 

has addressed itself some related qus st ion s, espec ially 
the performance of the Communist parties while in p-*uer since 
195? in Kerala and West Bengal on the agrarian front in the 
context of the apportun itie s and cons traints of the bourgeois 
liberal political system that exists in India and in relation 
to the adianceire nt of Communist movement in terms of the 
ultimate goal of establishing a socialist society. 

In part one, I have dealt uith some methodological and 
theoretical issues. I have adopted orimarily an interpretative 
and analytical method in the soecific contextual perspective,, 
thus avoiding any hy pSthe s isat ion derived from an overarching 
theory in the widely used positivist sense of the term. I 
h a ve emphasised instead the reed to understand the social and 
political processes which condition the performance of 
Communist parties at the state levelwithparti cula r reference 
to Kerala and West Bengal in the context of the thar geography.®,®!-!! 
and land tenurial soecif ic&ti es . . The discussion on theoretical 
issues involved in the'analysis of Cewnunist parties coming 
to power has centered around the following lines.: 

The central qjestion in this regard is the base- 
superstructure relation and its verioos interpretations 

after Marx. I have focussed on what role the state and 
social and political institutions play in the revolutionary 
process, if primacy of the economic factor, as indicated 
by Marx, is taken for granted. I have, considered t>© 

views of classical Marxists like. fiskhannv znd m^ lka C.Urighj 

Mills followed by a .critique of the base—supsrstructure 
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relation as presented by Marx' and otf-e r Marxists like Carl 
Bog®® and Barry Hinds ss » Uhile Carl Boggs qusstioned the. 
consideration of economic factor as the dominant one pointing 
to the contribution made by Gramsci towards buildinq a theory 
•of superstructure, Barry Hindess has questioned the basis 
of base— superstructure imagery forthe formulation of programme 
and forms of struggle, particularly those of ra rliamentary 
and representative institutions. 

Further, I have considered Lenin's theory of imperialism 
and finance capital and its implications for revolution in 
the colonies anH dominions? Trotsky’s theory of ’permanent 
Revolution 1 and the concept nf world resolution which 
specified the limitations Of revolution in a sing la country 
or a few countries; Gramsci's revolutionary theory of super- 
structure in which he was critical of the -revolutionary, 
process be in? considered as a basically pilitico-economic 

one and or on«se d an alternative embodied in -his concept 
of ‘cultural hege/Tiony* of the proletatian and subltern 
■classes? MaaTs sisSifjkafciatt * ' of Marxism and the relevance 
of the theory and practice of Maoism and therecent develop- 
ments in China to Third Uorld countries. 

Uhile discussing -the Marxist Praxis lin relation to 
parliamentary democracy,. I have focussed on the basic 

proDoSitions of leading figures in what is known as Marxist 
reformism in Germany, i.s., Bernstein and Kautsky and a 
critique of this major trend ^ich emerged after the first 
Interna tional, particularly by Lenin.. This is followed 

by. a discussion of Lanin*® alternative strategy and tactics 
oarticularly in relation to revolutionary utilization of 
parliaments and othe r . rsoresentat ive ins t itut ions wherein 
he w a s critical of both reformists who advocated exclusive 
reliance on D arliamentary struggles and ‘Left Communists’ 
who advocated complete boycott of parliamentary and 
representative institutions. . While analysing the theoretical 

and political propositions of Luxemburg, I have discussed 
her criticism of organisational principles and her theory 


of spontaneity and mass strike. This is followed by an 
examination of her. position on Communist participation in bour- 
geois parliaments and formation of governments by Communist 
parties in alliance with bourgeois political parties, 

I have conclujdrf by arguing that the political activity of 
the left parties working in a bourgeois liberal political 
system, particularly participation in elections, formation 

of alliances and governments at provirciais and national 
levels is not alien to Marxist political practice, Uha t is 
required is a cautious and creative application of such tactics 

with a long run strategy of revolution irrespective of the 
immediate successes and failures. Such a strategy involving 
patient and protracted struggles not only in economic and 
electoral terms but also cultural and ideological ones which 

affect the patterns of consciousness and help towards building 
a proletarian cultural hegemony, as Gramsci would have us 
believe, will be of immense use in advancing the revolutionary 
cause and establishing the dictator ship of the proletariat. 

However, extra-parliamentary struggles, while tactically using 
parliamentary means, offer better opportunities of taking 
advantage of revolutionary situations such as those presented 

bythe ene rgen cy and post emergency situations in India* In , 
the exam ination of the programmes, perspectives of revolution^ 

and performance of the CPI and CPI (M) in the last few decades 
I have concluded that the partis lack^his kind of direction. 
The way they have been working side tracks the class struggle 

and sinks them in the morass of Reformist politics although 
it puts them in th e saddie of power. <As a result they have 
not been able to come out of the dilemma of • social democratic 
and reformist politics viz-a-vix revolutionary reformism. 
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second part of my study deals with tha analysis 
oar for marc a of left parties i n terms of thair alactroal 
and revolutionary advance in Kerala and Uest Bengal 


succ 


with special referend 


considered 


land reforms an important issue because j 


nH rightly so, agrarian mobilisation as th 


axis of revolution particularly in the context of India 


2) The policy and imp! a me nt at ion or ocas s and tha potentiality 

of the issues of' land reforms bo thin securing certain benefits to 
tha exploited poor working on lanb ana in bringing to the 
fora tha limitations of the overall system can be fruitfully 


studied to highlight tha theoretical perspectives of left 


The examination of tha land reforms policy or tn- 
CPI and CPl(n) and their performance while in power particularly 

in impleme nting the land reforms policy of the Congress party 
to- its logical and h a s led to certain conclusions having a 
theoritical bearing much in line with the thrust of the 
discussion in 0 art one. The left .oartie s in India have not made 
a revolutionary use of the issue around the land oroblem 
by consciantising thsexploited agrarian classes on revolutionary 
lines. Uhile they have not lagged behind in radicalising the 
, 1 I p t* m o nr onramma bv using electoral opportunities 
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u 

the plantation sector forest andvarious kinds of uasta lands 
fiharies ate., within the purview of land reforms and on 
issuas like co-operativisation .and collectivisation^ promoting 

socialist political consciousness. Whatever radical political 
contant the process of implsra ntation may have it has been 
overshadowed by the role of the .btreaucr acy . 

The constitutional and judicial constraint^ have also 
bean dealt with in a bureaucratic manner. Thus measures like 
the creation of special celSs for dealing with cases in favour of 
the. expected beneficiaries and multi-class committees at 
local, district and state levels and special programmes 1 r<a »p ■ 
'Operation Barga' have dominated the scene. 

The dilemma for the Communist parties in this roso-ct ha 
also been whether to »be strictly constitutionalist or to go 

bsyond constitutionalism by initiating struggl-s on 
issues like non co-operation of the centre and judicial 
obstacles. While the. former strategy bestows legitimacy on 
the oarty, the 'attar however works against the legitimacy of the 
party but bestous it with revolutionary fervour. A creative 

combination of both could alo n a have helped the parties in 
combination o However, thsteffect of embourgeoi- 

mak ing revolutionary strides. Howev.., 

p lcm . r ,f 0 rms praverts the|evolut ion 
sens nt of the uhoia Process of land reforms p 

such a strategy. 

u ad in Kerala wherein tha benaficiar£ s 

This has hapoenea m 

ri ‘ r L O nr! found tbsrnS 3 lv 0 ^ ^ 

of tens' cy reforms became rich _ 0«ngal 

nnnosit.on to the agricultural labourers. 

P u • op of rich peasants at the ladarship 

the over all dominance ■ nl , s of the 

levels in prevent , > ^ Stuli^l limits. 

1 an d les s and the land poo V dsuel0Dm ,nt and 

On the other hand theoromtss of 9 

vert crises so as to survive in power, o 19- 
th e need to evert ^ ^ ldeolotical concerns which 

the parts s tofompromi s 

, t h pl in ter ests of the bourgeoisie and - 
had only sarved thafmte - 
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Jn the 3nd I have brought in the distinction between agrarian 
raform and agrarian revolution in relation to Marxist theory 
and practice Land Reforms in it ialtad by the State in a bourgeois 

' t 

society compr i sas a series of phases starting from policy declara- 
tion to actual btjnaf its ■ accruing to the intended bansf iciar i,es. 

The uhoia policy, subserves thabourgeois ie as a whole and does 

not promote any basic tran sformation in the social sat up. The 
industrial bourgeoisie is also ba i n tarestad in such a raform 
which may sound radical, 

Agrarian revolution on the other hand consists of peasants 
seizing the lands of large landowners which amounts to the 
rejection of normal bureaucratic, judicial procedures as also 
adoption of new procedures that favour the intended beneficia- 
ries. The whole process subserves revolution in the ultimate 
sense of the term, ' 

The strategies and tactics of communist part® s on the 
agrarian front within the framework of partisan struggles have 
been justified by leaders like Hare Krishna Konar and Promod- 

Das Gupta during the peri od of the United Front Governments of 
1967 and' 1969 in West Bengal and 1971 in Kerala, Tha>fave 
compared the Congress Governmfi t in India with thdtsarist despotic 
government in Russia. But the arguments of Lenin on the 

situation in Russia have been separated from the overall 
strategy. For Lenin the crucial thing was the establishment of 
peasant Soviets even during the bourgeois democratic stage of 
revolution and not relying on such weak forms of governments 

like United Fronts and Left fronts which ere rge out of th e 
game of electoral alliances. Whatever be the radical content in 

the strategy and tactics, this reformist character of Marxist 
political practice overshadows thesa limitations, while it is 
clear that peasants required a thorough going bourgeois 
revolution and not by uay of reforms. T he uay of reform is one 
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of delay, oroctraatiination and a painfully slow dacomoos it ion 
of the organism. The r evolut ionary oath is one of raoid 
amputation uhich is the least painful to the proletariat 
and the peasantry. The constraints of the bourgeois 
political system in the context of societies like India 
as have - been highlighted in the study only point to the 

correctness of the above perspective. 


